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TOMREADERS": BREAKFAST® TABLE! BUT. RATHER: TO; SHOW: WORLD HOW 


CALLOUS! OUUKWUi CAN BE» EVEN TO: INNOCENT (CIVILTANS::OF 


NATIONS: WHO! HAVE' ALWAYS! SHOWN: CONCERN! FOR’ SUFFERING: MASSES 


IN| REBEL™HELD' AREAe" ‘ONLY’ POST AND! SKETCH! PICK: UP! REPORT 
THAT” QUUKWU! GRANTED! REPRIEVE! TO: EIGHTEEN! STILL: HELD: AND: 

THAT IVORTAN!.AND! GABONESE! REPS: ASKED’ TO:. ARRANGE! THEIR 
REPATRIATION®’ REPORTS: ALSO:.CARRIED! THAT ENT “HAS! AGREED: TO 
PROVIDE! NON@MILITARY ASSISTANCE: TO: REBELS! BUT “DEFINITELY 
WOULD! NOTPROVIDE! ARMS* NEW: NIGERTAN! EDITORIAL) "OUUKWUS’ 
TREACHERY": REVIEWS! "FLURRY (OF! DIPLOMATIC. ACTIVITY" INi ATTEMPT 
TO OBTAIN: RELEASE! OF! OLLMEN! BUT. SAID! MOST NOTICEABLE: ASPECT 
WAS: THAT OUUKWU! INFLUENCED! MOST "NOT BY POPE». GOIy OR CONOR 
CRUISE) O"BRIEN' BUT BY PORTUGUESE’ «eAS SOONI-AS: THEY’ THREATENED 
TO! BAN’ FLIGHTS FROM LISBON! AND: SAOi TOME” ‘OUUKWU!'CAME: To: | 
SENSES: AND! HASTILY’ ANNOUNCED! ‘DECTSION® NOW::MEN: ARE! TO: BE! 
RELEASEDs OUUKWU! HOPING: THAT’ ENi WAKE!:OF! RELIEF:.AT SHOW 

OF! "MERCY" ANGER’ CAUSEDi BY LOSS: OF] ELEVENi MEN! WILL! BE: 

WIPED! AWAY"e NIGERIAN HICOMER: LONDON, BRIG. OGUNDTPES 

SPEECH! BEFORE! WEST:-AFRICA ‘COMMITTEE! IN:. LONDON: GIVEN! COVERAGE 
ALL! PAPERS» 


30. FMG’.COMWORKS: FEMI OKUNNU! REPORTED: TO: HAVE! LEFT FOR..CONDON 
ON "SECRET MISSION. HEI STATED! IN AIRPORT: INTERVIEW VISIT: 


WAS: “TO! SEE! To: WELFARE! OF; NIGERIANS" IN! ENGLAND® “TIMES 
POINTS: OUT THAT INI PAST (QKUNNU' TAKEN: PART: IN’.NEGOT TATIONS: 
AT SEVERAL! MEETINGS: OUTSIDE! NIGERTA::wITH! REBELS* 


+e POST CARRIES: TWO: VERY: XENOPHOBIC: SIGNED! ARTICLES: ATTACKING 
ITALY SWITZERLAND» SWEDEN). POPES ICRC!.AND! OTHER! RELIEF 
AGENCIES* ‘TRIBUNE! FEATURES: STORY’ FROM: BRITISH: PAPER)-GIVING 
DETAILS: OF: HOW PLANES: OBTAINED! FROMi:SWEDEN! ANDI-ARMED!.BY: | 
VON! ROSEN® IN! BELLICOSE! COMPANION: EDITORIAL» ‘TRIBUNE’ CALLS 

FOR FMG! TO INFORMi GABON: THAT NEXT: TIME! REBELS? TAKE!:OF Fi FROM: | 
THERE! (SIC) ON! BOMBING! RAIDS’ LIBREVILLE! AIRPORT-WILLI-BEl | 
BOMBED! INi RETALTATTON® ‘CALLS’ FOR! INTENSIFITED!' SEARCH BY NAF: , | 
TO! IDENTIFY’ "SO*CALLED! BIAFRAN* BUSH! WHERE: COUNT’ BELTEVED: : | H: 
STAYING: AND! REDUCE! BUSH! TO! ASHES*- FOR WE! FIND! IT 
DIFFICULT !TOUNDERSTAND: WHY NAFLHAS! NOT UP) TILLONOW | 
BEEN ABLE! TO’ IDENTIFY: THESE! AIRCRAFT “ON: GROUND! AND!-PUT® THEM: 
OUT':OF! ACTION! “SAYS! THAT’ IF) NAFUSTRIKES!:SUCHI A’ BLOWs [T 
WILLI HTEACH! OTHER! MEDDLERS: IT-DOES! NoT PAY’ TO \MEDDLE! EN: WAR 
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| WHICH! NONE: OF! THEIR! BUSINESS’ SINCE¥ IFi SUCH! MEDDLERS:.LOSE 
LIVES! INi FEDERAL! AIR! RAIDS: THEY CANNOT REASONABLY: BLAME: 
ANYONE! BUT. THEMSELVES" WARNS: THAT IF: FMG: DOES:.NOT SHOW: 
OUTSIDERS: IT-SERTOUS' WHEN’ IT’ TELLS! THEM TO: KEEP! OUT OF WAR, 
MORE! AND! WORSE: THINGS: THAN: VON ROSEN! INCIDENT WILL! COME. 
OLSON! 
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! FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS: 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7914 

AMEMBASSY ROME 

INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN: 

AMEMBASSY BONN 

USMISSION: GENEVA 

AMEMBASSY LISBON 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 


LIMITED OFFICIAL: USE: LAG § 5104 
REF ROME 33778 STATE 6917135 


le USED OCCASION OF VISIT TO EXTAFF. COMMISSIONER 
ARIKPO- ON OTHER. MATTERS. TO BROACH POSSIBLE: PUBLIC 
| RELATIONS DAMAGE! TO FMG OF INCREASING FMG HOSTILITY : 
| TO: GOI EFFORTS OBTAIN RELEASE: OF: 18 QILMEN*» BOTH , 
| ARIKPO AND ENAHORO: LAUNCHED INTO. TIRADE AGAINST’ 3 
—TINEPTNESS OF FMG INFORMATION FACILITIES COMMENTING: ie : 
IN PARTICULAR ON AN NBC: RADIO NEWSTALK ON SUBJECT. | i 
| THEY SAID: THEY HOPED: THEY: COULD: DO: SOMETHING TO: ae 
| DAMPEN: CAMPAIGN AGAINST GOI+ ENAHORO WHO ATTENDED oe ' 
FUNERAL! OF TEN MURDERED: {TALIAN OIL: WORKERS THIS: Le ' 
MORNING AS FMG REPRESENTATIVE. WROTE QUT TELEGRAM ON. Ge 
SPOT REQUESTING USE: OUR CHANNELS: TO. TRANSMIT MESSAGE 
| TO NIGERIAN AMBASSADOR ROME! INSTRUCTING: HIM: TO: MEET 
| PLANE WITH BODIES IN MILAN TONIGHT AND “PLAY DOWN 
ANY INDICATION OF: FMG DISPLEASURE. WITH GOT ATTEMPTS OBTAIN 
RELEASE OF OTHER’ 186m 
| 
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| De FULL: TEXT FMG TELEGRAM BEING SENT ROME: FOR 
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ACTION: AFi 18 


INFO: OCT’ @{2EUR 17010 F32CTAE: OBsDODE BBoUPM B4eHi B2rINR: B7rL: O32 


NSAEi @OoNSC' 19eP 84,RSC: O14SP! BBsSS: 2OsUCF! B5sUPW B1sATO,,.280 


SR’ @100RM O3sSCSE! OgsSCA BlsE: 15eCOM B8sINT BEASRSR: 
PROMS R Se REISS Re Same e BY8678. 

R: @44455Z. GUN: 69 
FM: AMEMBASSY LAGOS: 
TO: SECSTATE WASHDC: 6972 
INFO’ AMEMBASSY ACCRA 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS: ABABA 
AMEMBASSY ‘COTONOU 
AMEMBASSY LONDON: 
y 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY UNN 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY YAQUNDE: 
USMISSION: GENEVA 
USMISSION: USUN NEW’ YORK 
USTA. WASHOC: 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
AMEMBASSY ROME: 
STATE: GRNC 


UNCLAS: LAGOS: 5819: 
USTA FOR IBS 
SUBJECT’ NIGERIAN PRESS ROUNO@UP!, JUNE! 4 


jo ALL! PAPERS: REPORT ARRiTVAL! IN; LAGOS: OF: BODIES: OF: SLAIN! 
OXYLMENo AUTOPSIES ‘PERFORMED! IN’ ‘PRESENCE! OF! ITALIAN: AND: 
JORDANIAN’ DOCTORS FUNERALI MASS: BY’ ARCHBISHOP: OF: LAGOS: 
SCHEDULED: FOR: FRIDAY» BEFORE: ‘BODIES: RETURNED! TO! HOME: 
COUNTRIES « GENERAL -GOWONS: MESSAGE! OF! CONDOLENCE: ‘TOI ITALILAN 
PRESIDENT ALSO: REPORTED> GOT’ REPORTEDLY» APPEALED’ “FO: EMPEROR: 
OF: ETHIOPTA: TO USE: GOOD. OFFICES: TO: TRY: ‘TO: OBTAIN RELEASE! OF: 
EY GHTEEN OILMEN: STILL HELD: BY. REBELS. ICRC: APPEAL! TO: 
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OJUKWU: FOR RELEASE ALSO REPORTED» REACTIONS: FROM YTAI_IAN 
NEWSPAPERS CONDEMNING REBEL! ACTIONS. ALSO’ REPORTEDs POST’ 
EDITORIAL: ENTITLED "VATICAN AND! MURDERED OTLMEN" ‘STATES: 
NIGERIA MOURNS DEATH: OF’ OYLMEN ALONG: WITH! VATICAN AND: 
ITAL'IANS AND! SHARES THEIR CONCERN: ABOUT FATE! OF: REMAINING 
EIGHTEENs AGREES’ WITH REPORTS: OF: SARAGAT STATEMENT: 

BLAMING MURDER ON: "HOMICIDAL! FURY. SAYS’ THAT SARAGAT LEFT 
OUT OF: HIS STATEMENT FACT THAT "THIS HOMICEDAL! FURY HAS: BEEN 
FANNED AND NURTURED BY HrS: GOVERNMENT AND: VATICAN". ACCUSES: 
ROME: OF FOLLOWING: POLICY OF; SUPPORT FOR. REBELS FROM BEGINNING 
AND’ DISAGREES WITH SARAGAT STATEMENT: THAT ITAL TANS’ ‘HAVE AL'WAYS 
SHOWN BROTHERLY SOLIDARITY: WITH PEOPLE OF! AFRICA RECALLING 
THAT POPE HAD: BLESSED ITALIAN ARMS: AND MUSSOLINI BEFORE HE 
"POUNCED' ON DEFENSELESS: PEOPLE: ‘OF! ABYSSINIA IN: SEARCH’ OF: 
IMAGINARY EMPIRE EVEN AS: THEIR NIGERIAN PUPPET: 1S NOW 
DOINGe#® RESTATES THAT WHILE: NIGERIA. MOURNS: DEATH OF THESE. 
ELEVEN MEN WHO MET FATE: ONLY’ BY’ TRYING: INNOCENTLY TO | 

EARN THEIR LIVINGs "WAY THEY MET’ THEIR END: AT HANDS: OF 
GANGSTERS ENCOURAGE’ AND. SUPPORTED’ BY VATICAN AND: ROME: IS: 
SYMBOLIC ACToeooSUPPORT’ FOR GANG: OF! MISGUIDED REBELS: ANYWHERE 
SIMPLY BECAUSE’ THEY LED: BY MANIAC: WHOSE’ FATHER: WAS: FINANCIAL 
PRINCE: OF! CHURCH: OR OUT OF. SHEER! FUN’ OF: WANTING: AFRICA TO 
DISINTEGRATE> DOES VIOLENCE: TO: GOOD: CONSCIENCE AND: TO ‘TENETS 
OF CHRISTIANITY%o 


20 PROTEST AGAINST SWEDISH EMBASSY GETS BIG PLAY WITH! MANY 
QUOTES FROM HEAD! OF: ULC ADEBOLA AND: ALSO FROM: NTUC: HEAD: 
GOODLUCKs SWEDISH DLAG BURNED! AND' LETTER OF PROTEST 


PRESENTED! TO’ SWEDISH  AMB! RE: VON: ROSEN (COMMENT? > DEMONSTRATION 


CONSISTED OF. SOME 752199 PEOPLE DESPITE: NEWS: REFERENCES: TO 
"DENSE: CROWD! ) 


30 TIMES FRONT#PAGES SWEDISH NEWSPAPER: REPORT ‘THAT’ VON ROSEN: | 
ILL: IN|) HTS: "BYAFRAN HIDE=OUT!#o 


4o NEW NIGERIAN. REPORTS: INTERVIEW! WITH. COMMANDER OF: FERST | 
DIVISIONs COL SHUWA> DISCOUNTING: IMPORTANCE! OF! ‘REBEL: AIR: 

RAIDS... AND: “STATING: FMG HAS LOST NO: TERRITORY’ AS: RESULT. SHUWA 

ALSO. STATED THAT FMG: TROOPS: EVEN’ MORE: ANXIOUS: THAN ‘CIVILIANS TO 
END! WAR: BECAUSE: THEY WERE: ONES: WHO! HAD: BEEN! SEPARATED FROM 
FAMILIES FOR’ SO: LONGo STATED! THAT DELAY: IN! ENDING: WAR. ‘DUE! TO. 
MANY’ REASONS» ONE. oe WHICH: WAS: SHORTAGE! OF: VEHICLES: FOR! 
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TRANSPORT OF! FOOD! AND: AMMUNITION: TO: TROOPS: IN. WAR FRONT? ON 
DEATH OF OILMEN» ‘SHUWA, POINTED: OUT’, THAT REBELS: HAD’ IN: PAST 
ROUNDED: UP HUNDREDS OF: PEOPLE:-OF' RIVERS: AND! SOUTHs sEASTERN: ORIGIN 
AND! MURDERED! THEM: EN: ‘MASSE! BEFORE! LIBERATION: ‘OF: THOSE. AREAS 

SO' HE: WAS: NOT SURPRISED: aT THIS: MOVE: BY REBELS* OLSON: 
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FM: AMEMBASSY’ LISBON 

TO SECSTATE: WASHDC: 3435 

INFO! AMEMBASSY LAGOS: 

AMCONSULi LUANDA. 

AMEMBASSY ROME: 

USMISSION GENEVA 


CONF I DENT I A Li NOFORN LISBON 927 
SUBUs GOP! INTERCESSION FOR! RELEASE! ITALIAN! OILMEN 


fe EMBOFF: LEARNED FORM ITALIAN EMBASSY JUNE: 4. THAT ITAL'TAN 
GOVT HAD REQUESTED! GOP: To: INTERCEDE. FOR’ RELEASE! OF: ITALIAN 
OYLMEN: NOW IN! HANDS. OF: BIAFRANS's 


2o FONOFF: OFFICIAL! TOLD: EMBOFF GOPi WILL: RESPOND: To: 
ITALIAN REQUEST IN. EFFORT: SAVE LIVES OF REMAINING: 

ITALIAN OILMEN IN: BIAFRA. IN ACCORDANCE. WITH GOP'S 
"HUMANITARIAN: POLICY" IN NIGERIAN! CONFLICT: FONOFF 
OFFICIAL! STATED! THAT GOP CONVINCED! THAT BIAFRAs WHICH 
HAD: ESTABLISHED: GOOD POSYTION. RE! EUROPEAN: PUBLIC: OPINIONS 
WAS NOW LOOKING: TO EXTRICATE! [TSELF! FROM THIS POTENTIALLY 
DAMAGING SITUATIONe 


3 COMMENT: BIAFRA MAY WELL! BE RECEPTIVE TO PORTUGUESE: INTERCESSION 
ORTUGUESE TERRITORY AND' FACILITIES: HAVE BEEN AVAILABLE: FOR: 
TRANSITING RELIEF! SUPPLIES. AND- ARMS. TO: 

BYAFRA» GOP IN SPITE! OF: OFFICIAL! NEUTRALITY’ IN: NIGERIAN 

CONFLICTs HAS MADE NO SECRET OF: ITS: SYMPATHY FOR BIAFRAN 
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FM' AMEMBASSY'’ ROME: 

TO SECSTATE: WASHDC: 1953 

INFO! USMISSION: GENEVA 

AMEMBASSY LAGOS 


CONF! IT -D EVN T I A LivROME 3335: 
SUBJECT? ITALIAN. OIL: WORKERS. IN BIAFRA 
REF® LAGOS 49434 STATE! 89538 


1° FERGUSON*S: APPROACH: To: MBANEFO: AND ‘DEPARTMENT ¢s: 
BRIEFING: OF. ITALIAN EMBASSY’ COUNSELOR VERY: HELPFUL! ON’ 
ie RECEIPT AUTHORITY CONVEY’ TO: GOT, - AMBASSADOR! SENT’ PERSONALI 
CONFIDENTIAL! LETTER: WITH! ‘SUBSTANCE! To: ‘FONMIEN! ‘NENNI (HOPEFULLY: 
BEFORE! HE: ‘REPORTED: TO CLOSED! SESSION!!0F! CHAMBER! FORE'TGN 
RELATIONS: (COMMITTEE) s» AND! EMBOFF! BRIEFED! WORKING! LEVEL 


@o WE! BELIEVE! FERGUSON'S: DEMARCHE! TO!.MBANEFO! WILLI-HAVE: se 

GOOD! EFFECTs BECAUSE: OFi REPORTED! MDEATH! SENTENCES" SUBJECT F Be 
CEIVING! CONSIDERABLE! EMOTIONAL! PRESS: ATTENTION». AND: 

@crvnent UNDER! GREAT PRESSURE! MAKE! EVERY’ POSSIBLE! EFFORT: _ 


KAINi WORKERS* RELEASE. Bo Gach, Pa on 
. CLRY o 
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NSAEiOO*NSC! 104#P. O44RSC' O1,SP1 03,58 2OsUSTA: 12/UCF! B5y AND 28% 
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FMi AMEMBASSY' ROME: 

TO. SECSTATE: ‘WASHDC: 1962: 
INFO! AMEMBASSY~ BONN: 
USMISSTONi EC: BRUSSELS: 
USMISSION: GENEVA. 
AMEMBASSY ‘THE! HAGUE! 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS: 


LIMITED OFFIC AL!‘USE: ‘ROME: 336) 


le INi APPEARANCE! BEFORE! FOREIGN: RELATIONS: COMMITTEE: ‘OF: 
CHAMBER!-ON: JUNE! 49. ‘FONMIN: NENNI - DESCRIBED! THEIIMANY’ ‘CHANNELS: 
ANDi. AGENCTES:. BEING’ USED: BY::GOT : (IN| EFFORT : ‘OBTAIN! RELEASE! 

FROM: Bil AFRAN! ‘HANDS: 14: ITALILANS. ‘3):GERMAN’.AND! 1 LEBANESE! 
EMPLOYEE! OFi AGIP NIGERTAs NENNI. SALDi:GROUP! CONDEMNED: To: 
DEATH'.LAST FRIDAY.BY BIAFRAN! MILITARY: TRIBUNAL! BUT’ .ACCORDING: 


~WORDi RECETVED:. FROM FRIENDLY COUNTRIES» SENTENCE! SUSPENDED’ 


RE! MASSACRE! OF) REMAINING: 11a. NENNI:SAlp.8: KILLED! INSTDE: 
TRAILERS: ANDI 2 STC, INS7DEI.CAMPI 


2@e NENNT SAID!I-UNDER: | SECRETARY: PEDINI AUTHORI ZEDi:GO! TO: ‘BIAFRA 


FOR! DIRECT: TALKS:.AS: SOON! AS: ASSURANCES: RECEIVED: THAT HE! : 
COULD: ‘SEE! THOSE] BEING: ‘HELD! AND: THAT: THETRi RELEASE: WOULD: | = 
FOLLOWe. (PRESS:.REPORTS:! PEDINI'S: ASSISTANT: MANCINI. ALREADY: 
TWERE'’®) IN ADDITION) 1VORY' COAST .AND! GABON, GERMANY» ‘FRANCE: . 
NDI PORTUGAL! WERE! ENDEAVORING PERSUADE!-BIAFRA: TOURELEASEI 

OTLI WORKERS* (WEI: “HADI EARLIER: HEARDI THAT. TTALITANS: ‘HAD! ASKED: 
PORTUGUESE: TO. TRY TO! IMPRESS! ON, BIAFRANS' THAT: THEY’ RUTNING: 
THETRI CASE: INV EUROPE’ | : 


3+ NENNI ADDED! THAT QUESTION! WOULD: BE DISCUSSED! AT “HAGUE! 
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“WEUI MEETING: ‘BUT: SATDI THAT: ‘BECAUSE! OF I. BIAFRANI: BUSINESS». HE: 
; “WOULDI- NOT: ‘BEL: PRESENT s: (WEI PRESUME! TTAGH: WILL: ‘BEI: REPRESENTED: 
‘ BY PERMREP* ) 
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Classification 


Origin 


ACTION: Amembassy ROME PRIORITY | 

INFO: Amembassy LAGOS 
—— USMission GENEVA 
REF: a) Lagos 4943, b) State 83750 
SUBJECT: AGIP Oil Crew Sentenced by Biafrans 
1. Italian Embassy Counselor visited Department June 3 under 
instructions to inquire as to US information on fate of AGIP oil 
crew sentenced to death by Biafrans and to urge every feasible tie \ 
help in varied efforts to save them. He was received by AF/W 
Country Director.and Italian desk officer, who both expressed deep 
sympathy for plight of unfortunate prisoners. 

2. Counselor was told that Ferguson at USG request had inquired in 
Biafra as to what might be done in behalf of prisoners. He was 
given content of conversation between Ferguson and Mbanefo (ref a) 
which was US action sctckatcxhacit Reap cemece hed Italian Government 
efforts and those of others. 


3. Counselor most appreciative of US and Ferguson actions and stated ‘ 


At he wohld so inform Rome. 


END | ROGERS} 


Tel. Ext. 


2619 


Telegraphic transmission and 


Drafted by: 
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i FM! AMEMBASSY: LIBREVILLE: 


&wS 
i | 
3 TO SECSTATE! WASHDC! 2622: 
INFO AMEMBASSY* ROME: Os 
i AMEMBASSY*.LAGOS: 
AMEMBASSY PARIES: A Be See 
AMEMBASSY -ABEDUAN: aa 
SQ 


COUN! Fi Tp. Ei Ni T 1 A LI LIBREVILLE! 569 
SUBUECT’ AGIP! EMPLOYEES: HELD! BY BIAFRANS: 


RMANi COLLEAGUES: (PROTECT) “TELL! US: PRESIDENT BONGO: 
& COMMISSTONER: FOR: INFORMATION! HABPN ‘BONGO: (PRESTDENT*S: | 
PW -AND! MIENISTERI- TRANSPORT PAUL! HALEKOUI To:-BILAFRA 

SOUNE 2: WITH: IVORY COAST MINISTER! DEFENSE! TO: INSIST’ ON: 
BASE! 13° ITALILAN’..3° GERMAN’. ANDI 1 LEBANESE!.AGIP: 
WOVEES::HELD: BY: BIAFRANS®» ACTION! FOLLOWEDI-DEMARCHES: ‘TO: 
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crew taken by Biafrans. Telegram also asked that US give what he 
might be feasible in seeking their release. 

2. Emboff was told that we would direct our inquiries through Joint’ 
Church Aid organization in New York and ICRC Geneva, while he 
recognized that GOI had made similar inquiries through ICRC and RAXxkA 
Caritas. Informal Biafran representative in New York also would be 
privately approached for information. However, Emboff informed US 
leverage was small. 

3. Action Geneva. You can indicate to ICRC our interest in their 
Activities in behalf captured personnel. Appreciate your following 


developments in this case. 
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FM: AM -MBASSY LAGOS: 

TO: SECSTATE: WASHDC: PRIORITY 6784. 
INFO! AMEMBASSY .LONDON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY -ROME: 

USMISSEONi GENEVA. 


COON Fi IT pi E:N TTA LiLAGOS: 4691 
SUBUECT’ MISSING OTLI:COMPANY CREW 


le IN CONVERSATION! WITHi FERGUSON! AND! CHARGE: THIS: AFTERNOON 
LINDT DESCRIBED: HIS: EFFORTS: OBTAIN! INFORMATION. ON: AND! ‘RELEASE 
OL! WORKERS: CAPTURED! BY’ ‘REBEL FORCES» » DURING! FIRST : TRIPi 

TO! @TE!.BIAFRA: UNGTE! HE! SAW'.COOKEY AND: “URGED! NAMES: AND 
CONDITION: WORKERS BE! RELASED’* HE!:HAD! IMPRESSSION: THIS’. 
WOULD! BE! DONE’ WAS: EXPLAINED! TO:-HiIMi THEN! THAT : INVESTIGATION: 
NOT COMPLETED BUT NO REPEAT: NO: ‘DEATHSe QTE: ‘BI AFRANS:‘UNQTE: 

HE' SAD’. HAD| NOT*REPEAT NOT KNOWN ABOUT INCIDENT ‘UNTILI 
RECEIVED! LIST. OF: NAMES: FROM: ICRC* 


2° WHEN: NO: FURTHER! WOULD: DEVELOPED! LINDT. RETURNED: ‘THREE! 
NIGHTS: AGO’ AND: TOLD: COOKEY™ QTE BIAFRAN:-UNQTE! FALLURE!.ACT 
INCOMPREHENSIBLE: HE: SAW: NO: REASON: ROT TO: PUBLISHi:NAMES: 


— ANDU POINTED: OUT’ QTE! BIAFRA: ‘UNQTE! SILENCE! DAMAGING: TO: 


QTE: BI AFRAN: UNQTE! REPUTATION® COOKEY REPLIED: INVESTGAs 
TION! MORE: DIFFACULT: THAN: ANTICIPATED: ANDWOULD. GIVE! LINDT 
NO! FURTHER: INFOR:- AT: TIME’. .LINDT’ UNABLE!.SEEI:OUUKWUI: WHO: 
PREOCCUPIED: WHOLLY- WITHI MILITARY’ OPERATION®. THEN. ISAW: . 
MBANEFO: WHO: MENTIONED: ‘NUMBER! MEN! AS: QTE: ELGHTEEN -UNOTES . 
SAID! COULD: SAY NO! MORE! BUT’ PROMISED: ‘TAKEN: MATTER’ UPL WITH! 
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OYUKWUs LINDT ALSO:-SAW! AKPAN WHOSE! ATTITUDE! DESCRIBED: 

AS: NASTY BUT. WHO: ‘PROMISED! WORD: LATER: AND! ASKED: LINDT ‘HOLD: 
UP; DEPARTURE’: aT 1] PM! MAY 22 HE! TOLD LINDT. NO: REPEAT 

NO: NEWS: YET’ 


30 YESTERDAY CINDT HAD! MESSAGE: ‘FROM: JAGGI EXPRESSING: 
HOPE: HE! HAVE: CLEARANCE™ FOR: AGTP!S: EXECUTIVES: ENTER! QTE: 
BIAFRA,s UNQTE’ BUT LINDT HAS: NO REPEAT NO: CONFIRMATION’: AS: 
YET. THAT: THIS: WORKED!-OUT 
he LINDT REPORTS: HOUPHET HAS: INTERVENED! AND: REPORTEDLY HAD: 
LETTER: FROM. -OUUKWUi SAYING: THERE: ETGHTEEN: PERSONS: ‘SOME’ | 
WOUNDED: BUT’ ALL| GETTING! BEST OF TREATMENT : AT ‘SMALLI TOWN: 
NORTHEAST OF} ORLU*® ACCORDING: LANDT: “FATER: BYRNE! ALSO: 
ATTEMPTED: SEE! QUUKWU' BUT’ FATLED! AND: UNABLE! GET’ AGREEMENT TO: 
VISIT PRISONERS: ORI LEARN: ‘THEIR NAMES’ HE! WAS: TOLD: ‘HOWEVER: 
THERE: SOON: BE! COMMUN QUE « 


Se LINDT CONCLUDES: COOKEY AND. MBANEFO: FAVORi PUBLILSHING: 
NAMES! PRISONERS: AND: THEY DENY VIGOROUSLY ‘THAT QTE: 
BIAFRA, UNQTE! HAS: FILNANCT AL DEAL: IN| MEND! WITH! RESPECT TO: 
PRISONERS HE! DID! HAVE! QTE: FEELING: UNGTE! THAT : QTE: 
BIAFRANi ‘UNQTE: CMDR: QTE: MAY HAVE ACTED: WITHOUT ORDERS: 
UN@TE» ALSO: HE: WAS’ TOLD: THERE’ SOME’: F{GHT ING IN: AREA 
WHERE! PRISONERS: TAKEN: WITH! POSSIBLE: IMPLICATION! REBELS: 
ATTEMPTING: SHIFT. ONUS TO: FEDERAL! TROOPS* 

60 LINDT PLANS STAY IN! LAGOS: THROUGHT :SUNDAY AND: HOPEFUL! 
AGIP: EXECUTIVES: CAN: ENTER: QTE: BIAFRA. UUNQTE's IF! THEY’ 
UNABLE! DO: SO: HE’ PLANS: RETURN! PURSUE: EFFORTS: _ 

72°. COMMENT: QTE! BI AFRANS: UNQTE: APPARENT iHESITANCY 

IN! REPORTING CONDITION! PRISONERS: LEADS: INCREASINGLY: TO: 
CONCLUSION: THAT SOME! WERE! KILLED! ‘UNDER’ .CIERCUMSTANCES: 
DIFFICULT: FOR THEM: TO: EXPLAIN - 
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FM: AMEMBASSY* ROME! | 
TO: SECSTATE! WASHDC: 942: 
INFO! AMEMBASSY ABI DUAN! 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT’ 
AMEMBASSY> BONN! 
AMEMBASSY :DAR!.ES! SALAAM: 
USMISSION: GENEVA. 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS: 
AMEMBASSY LONDON! 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA. 
USMISSION!'USUN: 
AMEMBASSY “YAQUNDE! 
AMEMBASSY* LISBON! 


LIMITED! OFFICTAL!!USE!:ROME! 3118: 


SPURS A STORES ULE ay ERT EEA aE a CL Aa eB Be 


SUBUECT? ITALTANS ‘MISSING: EN NTGERTA. 


le ENT: PERSONNEL! DIRECTOR! TOLD USIS: LOCAL: EMPLOYEE: MAY 22. ‘THAT 
bai OF! 29: MISSING: ‘TECHNICTANS: WERE: KILLED! WHENI OTLI' CAMP! 0 OVERRUN’ as 
FOREIGNi: MINISTRY» ‘HOWEVER’ i UNABLE! “CONFIRM: STORY* :D TRECTORI AFRICANi iy i 
AFFAIRS: TOLD! EMBOFF! REPORT WAS! ‘BASED!'ON} ENT} PRESIDENT: ‘CAFITS: ae f 
PRESS!:STATEMENT: EN!|.LAGOS! THAT. BIAFRANS':HOLDING: 18. ‘PRISONERS, | I IMPLY ING: 
THAT: 11: WERE! STILL! "MISSING*™ MINISTRY ‘HAS: NOi ‘SEP ARATELENFOp | -AND! 
NUMERICAL! DISCREPANCY UNEXPLAINEDE - 


eee Ri res 


SOS CARO SETI SERS NEC 


2» PERSONNEL! DIRECTOR! ALSO\-SATD: THAT “BLAFRANS: WANTED! TRADE 
PRISONERS! FOR! AUTOMATIC! WEAPONS. WITH! TRADE! TOBE! ARRANGED: eo | 
THROUGH! COLONEL! SKORZENY* ENT, ‘HOWEVER ‘SAID! BE!RELUCTANT “DEAL! . ; | 

\ | WITH! SKORZENY* AND: PROPOSING: SWISS: ORPORTUGUESE! BANKERS® CEFIS' | 
SAID' BE! THREATENING! ATTACK!:BIAFRA, IN! PRESS: IFi-DEAL! NOT QUE CKLY 
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PAGE! 62: ROME! 93118: 2218472: 
CONSUMATEDs 


3e FOREIGN: MINISTRY’ TELLS: US: IT) STILL) HAS: NO! FIRSTHAND! WORD 
OF!: TECHNICT ANS: OR! DIRECT. ‘CONTACT: WITH -BIAFRA® VARIOUS: 


EMISSARIES: TO! BIAFRA, ‘SOl FAR! DEMERRED! BY: ‘FMG#S: BOMBING::OF!:UL T 
ATRPORT «- 


4a THOUGH! SITUATION! FARi FROM: CLEARS - 1s? ‘TAKING: OMINOUS: ‘TREND® 

IF! BIAFRANS: IN’ CONTROLI:OF! IT?. ‘THEY: ‘MAK ENG! BIG: MISTAKE: TNi -HERTOFORE: 
SYMPATHETIC’ ITALNe- ‘STORY CONTINUES: BE!'PAGE! ONE! PRESS: ITEMy 

EVEN' WITHOUT : SENSATIONAL! ASPECTS. 
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. (Pewee cw occsony manawa. 969875: 
R! 22 720Z- MAY: 69: 

FM! AMEMBASSY’. ABI DUANI 

TO: SECSTATE! WASHDC:'3986 

INFO! AMEMBASSY: ROME: 

AMEMBASSY BEIRUT’ 

AMEMBASSY :BONN: ' = 

AMEMBASSY DAR: ES!’ SALAAM 

AMEMBASSY’ LAGOS: 

AMEMBASSY’ LONDON’ 

AMEMBASSY LUSAKA. 

AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE: 

AMEMBASSY “YAQUNDE! 

AMEMBASSY -COTONOU: 

USMISSTON: GENEVA 

USMISSION’ ‘USUN: 
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[. UNCLAS:.ABIEDUAN: 1395: 


SUBUECT? ITALITANS. MISSING: IN NIGERIA 


~ 4 3, 7 
REF ROME! 3972 — PolZ 7 i 


HOUPHOUET™ IN| ABI OUAN:. AFTERNOON! MAY’ 24 TO! DISCUSS: ENT ‘TECHNICIANS: 


ACCORDING! AFP ENT PRESIDENT CEFTS: WAS: RECEIVED! BY PRESIDENT , | 


MISSING: IN NIGERTAs. ACCORDING: AFP] IVORY COAST BELIEVED: ~ ios 
TO! HAVE’ INTERVENED! WITHi:BIAFRANI.LEADERS» AT: TTALITUN' REQUEST» 
TO! SEEK’ INFORMATION: ‘ON MESSING MEN [OENTICAL!:DEMARCHES! — 
SUPPOSEDLY" MADE! AT’ ITALIAN! REQUEST.BY ZAMBIAs TANZANIA,’ 
GABON’ CEFIS' LEFT .ABIDUANI AFTER! INTERVIEW: FOR! :COTONOUy 

BY’ PRIVATE PLANE. TO! SEEK! NEW: MEETING: DR’ -LINOT OF! ICRC: 
MORGAN! 
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; R 2114002 MAY 69 ee ee 
FM AMEMBASSY COTONOU Nae ae a8 
TO SECSTATE WASHOC 2122 Bey rs RS EES 


Ss EC RET COTONOU 547 
-LIMDIS 
FOR FERGUSON FROM DAWSON 
: SUBJECT! RSM . 
: 1» SOME ARMS PLANES PROBABLY LANDING UGA, "NEW" AIRSTRIP 
j NORTH OF ULI+ THIS AIRSTRIP APPROXIMATELY SAME LENGTH ULI . 
AND PROBABLY WIDENED ROAD’ AS Is ULI No ICRC. AIRCRAFT. 
} LANDING THEREe ARMS FLIGHTS ULI RAN ABOUT FIVE PER NIGHT. 
poe BUT SOME WERE DC=4'S WITH 7 TON LOAD CAPACITYs (ABOVE. FROM a 
sO 1cRC SOURCE) ‘ 
Et 
; ae ULI AND UGA BOMBED NIGHTS OF 19TH AND 20THe BOMBING ee 
i i BECOMING MORE ACCURATEs NONE MORE THAN 100 METERS FROM STRIPe eis 
: THERE WERE ALSO DAYLIGHT MIG ATTACKS ON UGA® 7 BT ages 
| aes os ge NIGHT OF MAY 20 FIRST WAVE DID NOT RETURN UNTIL: 81300 
7 ' - * L9cAL: DUE: HOLDING BECAUSE: OF BOMBING ATTACKe THIS SO FAR cae 
| ze OFF: SCHEDULE THAT THREE: FLIGHTS IMPOSSIBLE« rene ee hee 
| ye IN VERY HURRIED CURBSIDE! CHAT WITH DAWSON ON 20TH LINDT | 
| eos (ICRC) SAID. COOKEY (BIAFRA) EXPECTED: TALK: TO’ DAWSON: rte 
| 4 | ABOUT VENUE OF TALKS’. LINDT DEPARTED FOR BIAFRA NIGHT 
i OF: 20TH TO TALK ABOUT CAPTURED: AGIP. PERSONNEL’ RUMOR. 
E ABOUT AGIP PERSONNEL: IS. THAT 20 WERE! CAPTURED: AND: 18 ARE: © 
; STILL! ALIVEe BIAFRANS TOLD LINDT’ SATURDAY THAT THEY WOULD! ae 
E MAKE! AN: ANNOUNCEMENT’ ABOUT’ AGIP EMPLOYEES: BY MONDAY? BUT - as t 
a NONE’ HAS BEEN MADE® BE le gis 0S, ' 
4 - oe ae eee BO 0 eee Rae a 7 I 
4 3) Se MILITARY SITUATION! APPEARS BIAFRANS: APPROXIMATELY 20 ee ee 
| cue. Des SBORET gs axe ise Re oe 
: . Pitta a : 
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/137.W a 
Pare om wom men new eaan: B66145: 

R'211640Z. MAY 69: 
FM! AMEMBASSY* LAGOS: 
TO: SECSTATE WASHDC: 6798. 
INFO! AMEMBASSY: ACCRA. 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS: ABABA 
AMEMBASSY :COTONOU 
AMEMBASSY LONDON! 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY’ 
AMEMBASSY PARIS: . os, 3 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE! ata 
AMEMBASSY ROME: 
USMISSIONi GENEVA 
USMISSTON. USUN: NEW. YORK: 
USTA: WASHDC: 


q UNCLAS! LAGOS: 4554 VE; 937% a e 
4 i’: i 
USTA. FOR: IBS: KEVF Pug | 
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SUBUECT! NIGERIAN! PRESS: ROUNDUP: MAY™-a1 


a: 
1 @ (CAPTURED: ITALIAN! O OILMEN) +: (DAILY: TIMES) - HEADLIENESSUNSY.G. ; ; 1 


THANT:: -PROMISEI TO: ‘HELP: SECURE! RELEASE! -OF!.OTLMENI HELD: ‘BYREBELS+. 
STORY’ CITES! ITALIAN: FORETGNI MENISTRY’ ‘STATEMENT: CONCERNING: : 
APPROACH! To: ‘UN! BY” ITALILAN:GOMERNMENT | ALSOUNOTES ROLE!0F! 
CARITAS: ‘PRIESTs “FATHER! BYRNED = IN TRY ING OBTAIN STATEMENT: 

FROM! REBELS: ON WELFARE’. AND! WHEREABOUTS: ‘CAPTUREDIOTUMENS - 
(SKETCH) ‘HASS FRONT » PAGE! STORY: PURPORT ING DESCRIBE! 'HOWOELMEN: 
WERE! TAKEN: BY* REBLES* STORY’ BA SEDI ‘ON: INFOCFROM'.CAPTURED: 
BITAFRANS: IN!'M TOWEST*s ACCORDING! (SKETCH) -OLLMEN: TAKEN: ‘TOREBEL! 
BR GADE!. HEADQUARTERS: 'NEARI NNEWIe. AFTER! SPECULATINGS | ASODIED:. 
(TIMES) 4. THAT’ OLCMEN: BEENGIHELD: FOR: SOME! KINDIOFI:-RANSOM% - “STORY: 
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RECORDS: ALLEGED! FIGHT’ AMONG: REBELS: AS: TOE: WHE MHER?: ROB: AND! 
RETURN! -OILMEN! TO! MIDWEST. ‘OR: HOLD! er AS! WVERY® ‘GOOD: FOREIGN! 
EXCHANGE! EARNER! FOR: OJUKWUI REGIME" 


o- (CHIEF: JUSTICE! TOMVISIT: UsSe) - (MORNING: POST) REPORTED! CHTEF! 
TUBT ICEL ADEMOLA: LEFT NIGERIA. MAY':2@: FOR! NEW! YORK: TO! ATTEND! 
MEETING OF! INTERNATIONAL! CIVILi:SERVICE! ADVISORY: ‘BOARD! WHICH! 
SCWEDULED!.LAST: TWO! WEEKS» “CHIEF! JUSTTCE::WILLI.LATER! 

TOUR! PARTS: OF! THE!:UeS AND!-SWITZERLAND! BEFORE! RETURNING: 
TO! NIGERTA ON. JULY 7%: 
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R: ‘2116092. MAY 69: 
FM: AMEMBASSY* ROME: 

TO: SEGSTATE: WASHDCi'919° 
INFO AMEMBASSY’ ABTDUAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT. 
AMEMBASSY: BONN! — 
AMEMBASSY: DAR’ ES: SALAAM! 
USMISSION: GENEMA, 
AMEMBASSY' LAGOS: 
AMEMBASSY LONDON; 
AMEMBASSY: LUSAKA; 

USUN: NEW: YORK: 5]S: 
AMEMBASSY * 'Y AQUNDE: 


UNCLAS ROME: 3972: 

SUBYECTS ITAL ANS: MISSING: JN’ NPGERTA 

te DURING: THE! PAST 24. HOURS: ITALIANS: HAVE| REDOUBLED! 

EFFORTS: EXTRICATE!'29: MOSTLY#ITALIAN OTL? WORKERS! FROM -BIAFRAS. 


AT SAME: TIME. Bi AFRAN: _FORETGN, COMMERCE! “MINISTERY: CONFIRMED: 
TO: PRESS: JN: ROME! THAT™ “PRISONERS” IN! ‘HANDS: BIAFRAN: EP BC ESS: ; 


i] 


@ MAY 29, PRIME] MINISTER RUMOR! SENT MESSAGEI To" ICRCi 
PRESIDENT NAVILLE' EXPRESSING ‘CONCERN! AT CONTINUED! INABILITY: 
HAVE DIRECT CONTACT WITH MISSING TECHNICTANS®: ‘RUMOR! URGED! 
NAVILLE: ACT’ INI ALC) POSSTBLE’ WAYS: TO OBTAIN: INFORMATIONS. AND: 
TO: CONTACT ANDUEVACUATE! TECHNICIANS ® MESSAGE! ORPERED! PUT: 
ITALIAN. FACILITIES: AT: ICRC: PYSPQSAL’ | 


Be. “SAME: DAY' FOREIGN. MINISTER: NENNI° INSTRUCTED! ETALTAN 
PERMREP! VINCI ~T.O.. SEEK! 'UNSYG: INTERVENTIONG - REPORTEDLVs. Ut. 


UNCLASSTFTED) 4. 
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PAGE; @2 ROME 93072: 2116502. 
APPEAL:.AL§O: BEING: MADE TO: OU! IN. ADDESS. 


ie MEANWHILE: ENI PRESIDENT’ ‘CEFTS: ARRIVED! LAGOS: ACCOMPANIED: 
BY: ITALIAN: AMBASSADOR! MANFRED] e PRESS: COMMENTS: ‘THAT: CEFIS! - 
ARRIVAL! INDICATES: NEGOTIATIONS» ‘PERHAPS: BARGAINTNGS. UNDER} 


WAY? | 


Se. BIAFRAN "MINISTER! FOR! KORETGN! COMMERCE. ARTHUR: MBANEFO, 
RETURNED: ROME’ MAY: 29) INi COMBANY’ CARITAS: SYG MONSTGNOR: 
BAYER®: ‘MBANEFO® “TOLD: PRESS: BIAFRAN! GOVERNMENT’ ‘HAD! LEARNED! 
OF: ‘CAPTURE: ‘OF! TTALIANS: ONLY" ONL MAY 15: “FROM: VOA: ANDI:BBC* 
IMMEDTATEKY AFTERWARDS: MESSAGES: ARRIVED FROM: -VATICANI. AND: 
FROM ‘DIPLOMATIC: ‘REPRESENTATIVES*. FOLLOWING! INQUIRIES” IN: OPES: 
RATIONAL}. ZONED. ‘BITAFRAN GOVERNMENT: CONFIRMED: ‘CAPTURE: OF 
TECHNICTANS: AND: ‘ORDERED’ THEM BROUGHT. ‘OUT: OF: OPERATIONAL! 
ZONE: “TODAY? ‘HE! SATDS. ALLi OR! Most. IN BIAFRAN' TERRITORY} - 

HE: SAID COMMUNI QUE: ‘NOT YET: BOSSTBLE. ‘BECAUSE: TDENTITY: OF: 
PRISONERS: NOT” CONFIRMED} IT: NECESSARY BE! CERTAIN: “THAT 
THEY’ ‘WORKING: FOR: BUSINESS: FIRM) ANOLNOT” AS: ‘MERCENARIES! : 
FOR: NIGERIA: ‘BEFORE: ‘RELEASE! GOULD: BED DISCUSSED». 


be: ASKED. ABOUT’ ITALIAN! DESMREL AOR! TRUCE! IN’ ‘ORDER! EVACUATE! 
TECHNICTANSs. MBANEFO. .SALD!: BIAFRA,. FAVORED! GENER ALL TRUCE 
TNVESTIGATE WHOLE” SITUATION): MBANEFO! SAID: BEAFRA_ Mom i VATED: 
BY* GOOD: WILL! AS: ‘SHOWN! BY ITS. REEEPTIVITY. TO: ‘FORETGN: INTER’: 
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TROOPS TOWARDS: NNEWI: HAVE! CONFITRMED: THAT: TCRC: IS’ ACTIVELY: PNG GED 
IN: COMPILATION OF! SITUATION: REPORTS: FOR! REBELS« 7 


Bi WHEN’ FEDERAL! TROOPS: RESUMED. ADVANCE: TOWARDS: NNEWL) a REgeLY 
UNTT. WAS’ ENCOUNTERED! AND! COMPLETELY ROUTED’ ©THE] COMMANDING: - 
OFFICER:.COULD' NoT REVEAL! HIS! DISASTER TO: REBEL) HIERARCHY» . 


Cio. AS! RESULT OF: TRUE) SITUATION: REPORT FROMi ICRC» REBEL! HIERARCHY! 
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lo ON. JAN 73 INTERNATIONAL: OBSERVERS*® TEAM LED! BY GENERAL: 
RAAB». ACCOMPANIED! BY UN: AND: OAUi REPS» PAID! FURTHER: | 

vISIT TO: KIRIKIRI ‘PRISQN* A. CIVILI PRISON: USED: TO HOUSE: POWtS+« 
OBSERVERS: DECLINED: ‘TO: MAKE: PUBLIC COMMENTS: AND: NO: REPORT’ 
ISSUED: YET BUT: VOA CORRESPONDENT ACCOMPANYING GROUP» 


REF LAGOS An9939 Au95 


~ TOGETHER’ WITH: OTHER. NEWSMENs ‘FILED: REPORT STATING: THERE! 


ARE!, NOW’ OVER SIX HUNDRED: POW'S INCLUDING: SIXTEEN: OFFICERS: 
IN!) THIS: PRISON®: POW?S*. DESCRIBED: BY HIm AS: QTE: NOT’ SEEMING: 
UNDE RNOURIFSHED: UNGTE: BUT ILL» =CLADie PRISONERS: COMPLAINEDI 


ee | aS 


owes UND 


ope aca owe Aw, yy 


Department of State TELEGRAM 


: LIMITED! OFFICIAL!-USE 
PAGE: g2: LAGOS’ 96160 0815522 


TO! OBSERVERS OF: INADEQUATE: FOODs LACK. OF: SHELTER AND’ 
CLOTHING AND: INFREQUENT’ VISITS: BY RC: PERSONNEL VOA 
CORRESPONDENT’ FURTHER: REPORTS: THAT WHEN: THESE: COMPLAINTS 
| RAISED! WITH! PRISON: SUPERINTNDENT™ HE: REPLIED: QTE! THIS. Is: 
CIVIL! PRISON’ AND' WE: ARE! NOT CONVERSANT WITH:'GENEVA 
CONVENTION: UNQTEs ADDING: THEY DID’ NOT WANT POW'S: THERE BUT 
WERE! FORCED: TO TAKE! THEM: AND: WERE DOING: BEST POSSIBLE« 
STATED! THAT. RC: VISITED: ABOUT. ‘ONCE! A ‘MONTH! AND: EXPRESSED: WISH 
THAT: ARMY. WOULD: TAKE: POW'*S: OUT AND: RETURN PRISON: TO. ORIGINAL 
CIVIL FUNCTION*® OBSERVERS: TALKED: WITH: ALL! POW OFFICERS: AND: 
MANY’ ENLISTED: MEN«# REPORTEDLY ‘TEN! OFFICERS: AND! MOT 
ENLISTED: MEN! SAID THAT’ THEY STILL! WANT) TO: FIGHT FOR: BIAFRA 
WHILE! SIX: OFFICEERS: AND: SOME: EM: EXPRESSED: WILLINGNESS ‘TO: JOIN 
MG: FORCES* 


De COMMENT? REFAIRS: REPORT. UNs OAU' AND: INTERNATIONAL’ 
OBSERVERS" REPORTS: ON PREVISOUS: VISIT TO THIS: PRISONe AT. 
TIME! OF PREVIOUS: VISTT NOV 1» ONLY’ 292 POW"S: HELD: AT KIRIKIRI 
AND! OBSERVERS" REPORTS:.POINTED: ‘PARTICULARLY TO: OVERCROWDING: 
OF!':POW'S AS’ PROBLEM. AND! ALSO! REPORTED: SAME! COMPLAINTS: 

FROM PRISONERS» SEEMS: THAT RATHER! THAN RELIEVING: 

: PREVIOUS’ OVERCROWDING: NUMBER: OF: PRISONERS: NOW: OVER: 

DOUBLE! NUMBER: FOUND: THERE! ONLY TWO' MONTHS: AGO, RECOMMENDA- 
TIONS: MADE' BY OBSERVERS: AT: THAT: TIME’ DO! NOT SEEMTTO: 

HAVE! BEEN CARRIED! OUT EXCEPT RC: VISITS: SLIGHTLY MORE: 
REGULAR’* PREVIOUS: REPORTS: STATED! FOOD: QTE: ADEQUATE: 

UNQTE AND: THTS STILL: SEEMS: TO: BE! CASE® SUPERINTENDENT'S: 
STATEMENTS’ ABOUT GENEVA. CONVENTION! LIKELY: TO:-PROVE: 
PARTICULARLY EMBARRASSING: TO: FMG» ESPECIALLY SINCE OBSERVERS: 
STATED! THAT: THEY’ HAD! SPECIFICALLY DISCUSSED: CONVENTION: WITH! 
PRISON: AUTHORITIES: AT TIME! OF: FIRST VISIT» ON: OTHER: HAND» - 
CONFIRMATION: OF! EXISTENCE! OF! SO: MANY POW'S IN: ONE: PRISON 
CONSITITUTES’ SOLID EVIDENCE! THAT’ FMG: NoT PRACTCICING GENOCIDE 
DATT: CURRENTLY’ ATTEMPTING: TO: ESTABLISH TOTAL! NUMBER: POW#S: 
NOW IN: FMG HANDS*® ACTUAL! COUNT’ AT KIRIKIRIiIS 6486 
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ner AR) TSG SuBI ECT ICRC Inspection of Prisoner of War Installations 
TR XMB AIR REF si percent 
ARMY CIA pravy 
3 | DW js ie ' ic Céunsel : 
aot Le On September 27 the Embassy's Economic Céunselor asked 


Mr. Ge Schuerch, Head of the ICRC Delegation in Lagos 9 

what the ICRC had been doing by way of inspection of 

prisoner of war installations. Mr. Schuerch said that this 
problem was very much on his mind. The last inspection in 
Federal Military Government territory had been made four 

weeks previously when two prisons were inspected and conditions 
found to be satisfactory. In order to carry out more effectively 
the responsibilities of the ICRC in connection with prisoners 
of war, Mr. Schuerch expects soon to have an officer assigned 
from Geneva for this purpose. Mr. Schuerch had no informatinn 
on the situation behind rebel lines. 
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le NEW NIGERIAN AUGUST 28 CARRIES BOLD HEADLINE "OJUKWU TS 
WAR ADVISERS HELD" AND IDENTIFIES HIM AS WHITE MERCENARY 


~WHO DISGUISED HIMSELF IN ROBES OF ROMAN :‘CATHOLIC FATHER 


ARTICLE GOES ON TO SAY THAT: 
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Ae "MERCENARY" CONFESSED TO BE HEAD OF "Logistics" OF 
REBEL ARMY ASWELL AS SPY ON FEDERAL TROOP ‘MOVEMENTS « 


Be FOLLOWING CONFESSIONs FEDERAL TROOPS TOOK HIM TO !UN~ 
IDENTIFIED PLACE WHERE HE HAD BEEN SUPPLYING .ARMS .AND .AMMO 
TO REBEL SOLDIERS» AND REMAINDER ARMS 'SEIZEDe 

Ce HE WAS HELD AT OBOLO~EKEs, TWELVE ‘MILES FROM IKEMs, AND 
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3e NEW NIGERIAN SAME DATE CONTINUES ‘TO CARRY LETTERS ‘TO 

| EDITOR LAMBASTING USG AND IN PARTICULAR STATE ‘DEPARTMENT s 
SOME COMMENTS PARAPHRASED FROM VARIOUS LETTERS STATE? 

Ae WHY DOES STATE DEPARTMENT CONSIDER ‘RUSSIAN SALE OF 
ARMS TO LEGAL NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT A CRIMINAL’ ACT? 

Ble WHY DOES STATE DERARTMANT NOT CONSIDER IT NECESSARYs 

: IN SPITE OF EFFICIENCY OF CIA» TO TELL WORLD ABOUT ‘THE 
-TLLEGAL ARMS TRAFFIC TO'.ENUGU WITH HELP OF AMERICAN 
“AGENCIES? 
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Ce .LET AMERICANS KNOW THAT IF THEY HAVE MORAL OBLIGATION 
TO PREVENT SPREAD OF ‘COMMUNISM IN VIET*NAMs THE EMG ‘HAS 
EVEN GREATER MORALODUTY TO KEEP NIGERIA ONEe ALTHOUGH 
THERE ‘NO QUARREL WITH AMERICANS» STATE DEPARTMENT IS A 
COMPLETE FAILURE IN HANDLING FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 
Die OTHER COMMENTS INCLUDE ALLEGATION THAT USG ‘STATEMENT 
ON SOVIET ARMS IS PRETEXT FOR AMERICA TO SIDE ‘WITH REBELSe 
"SHE REFUSED TO SELL US ARMS AND NOBODY WOUL:D ‘HAVE ‘cOM- 
PLAINED BECAUSE WE KNOW UeSe DESPERATELY NEEDS THOSE &RMS 
FOR HER AGGRESSION IN VIET=NAMe"™ 
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le ACCORDING. TO: RADIO BIAFRAs | NINETY « SEVEN! NIGERIAN: 
OFFICERS AND: MEN. HAVE. RECENTLY. BEEN"HANDED: oeks 
TO’ THE. INTERNATIONAL! RED! CROSS "0 


“g@  @e UKHICOM (PROTECT) QUERIED! GENEVA ON’ THE: REPORT 

‘® AND: RECETVED: THE: FOLLOWING: REPLY ON: AUGUST 153° "BECAUSE: f 
OF. GREAT ACTIVITY BY’ ICRC: IN? CONNECTION: WITH! LINDT *S: . 
VISIT HERE YESTERDAY» IT HAS: ONLY’ BEEN POSSIBLE! To:-DISCUSS . | 
THIS: MATTER! WITH: ICRC: THIS: MORNINGe THEY INFORM ME: THAT’ a | 
THEY WERE! ASKED: BY BIAFRANS: TO” TAKE: OVER: PRISONERS: | 
REFERRED: TO: ANDi ALSO: FORTY ‘OTHERS: ALREADY HELDe=TWO. Pig ! 
OFFICERS AND! THIRTY*EIGHT MEN THE! ICRC! REPLIED! THEY ARE! su 
NOT ABLE TO! TAKE! CUSTODY: OF! THESE! PRISONERS: THEMSELVES» BUT 4 


THEY ARE STUDYING: URGENTLY: THE: ‘PROBLEM'-OF! HELPING: WITH: 
THETRi EVACUATION» INS FACT». ICRC’ ARE! IN) TOUCH! WITH: FMG: AND: 
WITH GOVERNMENTS OF: ‘OTHER COUNTRIES “THROUGH! WHICH: 

e PRISONERS: WOULD: HAVE: TO\-PASS: IN|. TRANSIT* IF: 

4 FMG: WILL: NOT’ ACCEPT: THEM: BACK: INTO: FEDERAL! TERRITORY» 

. THEN: ICRC: WILL! ATTEMPT: TO: ARRANGE! THETR! PROVISIONAL: 

: INTERNMENT IN! A- THIRD: COUNTRY» “THEIR! JOURNEYS: 

4 WOULD: BE’ ORGANIZED: BY ICRCe AT PRESENT PRISONERS: 

REMAIN! IN BIAFRAN!-HANDS""% 
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